
camp Concordia NEWS!
Camp Concordia exists to provide opportunities (engage experientially) to encounter 

Christ in the midst of God’s creation - building body & soul!

Spring 2023 Newsletter 2022 Annual REport Included

1961-the year the dock section fell in during an all camp picture.

See the summer 
MENU inside page 3

Something NEW for  
summer 2023 page 6 



From the "Doc"
Dr. Craig S. Oldenburg
Executive Director

How do you become a camp director? Hmmm. 
Every camp director probably has a different 
story. Mine may have begun in the summer of 
1969 when I attended Camp Concordia with 
my friends from St. James Lutheran Church 
& School in Grand Rapids, Michigan (tepee 
picture). Or maybe it was because I loved 
outdoor activities (water skiing picture). But in 
the summer of 1980, I was able to serve at an 
LCMS camp in Wisconsin and my dream of 
being a leader of a Lutheran camp became real 
(picture with Randy in wheelchair). In 1981-82, 
I served my Director of Christian Education 
INTERNSHIP at that same camp and served 
with (my now wife) Mary for one summer. 

Later, with the encouragement and support of my 
parents, I served 2 months as an interim director 
at another Wisconsin Lutheran camp, taught in an 
LCMS elementary school for 2 years, was married and 
then headed to southern California to serve as a youth 
director. Finally, in 1987, Mary and I had the opportunity 
to serve at the premier Lutheran camp in the LCMS - the 
Texas District’s, Camp Lone Star and train under Garland 
Midgett (a master educator and leader in experiential 
education). God used that time to refi ne my
leadership and programming skills as a year-
round Program Coordinator (note: PCs were 
JUST becoming user friendly about then). 

What did God do then? Mary and I begin 
our journey of being Called to serve LCMS 
camps that were either starting up or struggling to 
survive. After about a decade at a wilderness camp 
in Colorado, we both had the opportunity to serve as 
professors and staff at Concordia universities, landing 
back in camp ministry when our daughter was born. 
Today, we refl ect back on being part of the growth of 4 
LCMS camps in addition to Camp Concordia.

Over those years we have trained and led staff and 
campers in: climbing and rappelling on 200 foot rock 
faces, teaching outdoor education, running mountain bike 
camps, wilderness adventures, wild river canoe trips, 
singing around a campfi re, launching model rockets, 
building climbing towers, hosting servant event groups 
from across the USA in projects from building bridges to 
serving the homeless, and it has been...an adventure!

And now you know how to become a camp director! 
Blessed in the journey. DOC

“Doc” on top!“Doc” on top!” on top!”

Garland. 
My mentor!

Blessed in the journey. DOC
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$1-49 
Anonymous
Bernthal, Marilyn
Blessed Savior, Blissfi eld
Blue, Michael/Jamie
DeMaagd, Gary/Diane
Erdman, Candace
Grocholski, Josh/Kimberly
Hoogerhyde, Don/Lois
Kelley, Robert
Love, Ryan/Heather
Marschner, Scott/Monica 
Meinke, Donald
Menz, Andrew/Emily
Morningstar, Sandi
Orthmeyer, Grant/Tressa
Rossi, Monica
Rye, Katherine
Skomski, Jeff/Brooke
Smith, Brian/Viveca
Stackpoole, Marcus/Sheila
Stedry, Brad/Michelle
Tauser, John/Lisa
Vowell, Chris/Janice

$50-$99
Blanchard, Jason/Danielle
Bloem, Philip
Brower, Barbara
Clark, Cliff/Linda
Darvill, Robert/Karin
Duchow, Wallace/Sally
Endelman, Thomas/Colette
Fodor, Michael/Karen
Friday, Henry
Groggel, Richard/Mary
Hepper, William/Maxine
Hoese, Terry/Shirley
Kamper, Jeff/Michelle
Kluba, Denis/Karen
Krueger, Richard/Debra
Liden, Michael/Bonnie
Lovatt, Judy
Oliver, Jake/Kelly
Oisten, Sharon
Rynbrandt, Donald/Kathleen
Schluentz, Mark/Jeniffer
Spletzer, Bruce/Lorilei
St. Johns, Grand Haven
Taylor, Michael
Trucks, Kevin/Ann
Tyska, Michael/Cathy
Wood, Curtis/Patina
Woons, Brad/Kimberly

$100-$249
Amazon Smile
Anderson, Dwight/Marlene
Bachman, Fred/Susan
Barz, Dan/Ann
Bender, Kendis/Rachel
Brown, Elizabeth
Bruinsma, John/Debra
Chapel of Lakes Dorcas, Mecosta

“Doc” & 
"Shadow"

1987

The National Lutheran Outdoors Ministry As-
sociation (NLOMA) is comprised of a group of 
individual members who, more often than not, 
serve at an LCMS camp in the USA and work 
to support camping ministry, LCMS camps 
and each other. 

"Doc","Manna" 
& "Shadow"

today



Cochrun, Ronald/Dianne
Eggert, Jim/Elizabeth
Faith, Bay City
Gaskell, Nancy
Golchert, Michael/Diane
Gottschall, Charles/Martha
Haak, Larry/Sally
Holy Cross Ladies, Belding
Humburg, Roger/Kelly
Kaschinske, Darren/Katrina
Karagoulis, Michael/Lynne 
Kennedy, Shannon
Korzen, Peggy
Krafft, Bob/Deb
Kuhn, Alberta
Laidlaw, Jera
Leistner, Scott
Lytikainen, Paul/Cheri
Macias, Fredrick/Denise
McCoy, Sean/Heather
Miller, Scott/Elizabeth
Moyer, Jeff/Alana
Owen, Fritz
Povich, Thomas/Donna
Reiner, Lois
Ripke, Joel/Nicole
Rivers, Margaret
Rohde, Aaron/Laura
Sandtveit, Richard/Annette
Schalhamer, Brian/Lidya
Simmons, John
St. Michael, Portage
Steinke, Eric
Varblow, Amanda
Veitengruber, Don/Dee
Wampfl er, Thomas/Debra
Williams, Alan/Marie
Williams, John/Theresa

$250-$499
Allmand, Chris/Patricia
Esselman, Luke/Amanda
Girls of Grace, Coopersville
Hirt, Allan/Shirley 
Horstman, Chad/Jackee
Knight, Eva
Koster, Michael/Susan
Messiah, Grand Rapids
Meyer, Douglas/Edna
Porter, Don/Lois
Sodergren, Scott/Nicole
St. James, Montague
Swigert, Jim/Pam
Trinity, Reed City
Varblow, Elizabeth
Vogt, Doug/Kim
Wilson, Steve/Janelle
Women of Holy Trinity, Lakeview

$500-$999
Ayres, Daniel/Christina
Bartzsch, Jim/Colleen
Christ, White Cloud
Gager, Ken/Judy
Holy Cross, Belding
Marasus, David/Colleen
Schulz, Thomas/Eun
Sheridan, Adam/Katy
Smeeding, Richard/Amanda
St. John, Fraser
St. Matthew, Grand Rapids
Van Dyke, Terry/Elaine
Weidmayer, Bob/Jacque
Yee, Dan/Jane

$1,000-$4,999
Boyer, Todd/Mary
Brower, Allen/Nancy
Chewning, Daniel/Jamie
Diehr, Peter/Della
Ernst, Troy/Kim
Garchow, Eric
Graves, Frank/Beverly
Hope, Grand Rapids
Humphries, Doug/Vera
Humphries, Gary/Cynthia
Kane, Kevin/Diane
Korcek, Betty
Martin, Jeffery/Ruth
Newkirk, Jay/Barb 
Oldenburg, Betty
Oldenburg, Craig/Mary
Petzold, Thomas/Kathleen
Randa, Sean/Erin
Rexius, Bill/Margo
Smeeding, Dick/Sally
St. Peters, St. Johns
Wireman, Kathleen

$5,000-$9,999
Holy Cross, Jenison
Ludford, Terry/Beth 
Wrede, William

$10,000-$25,000
Evans, Ron
Mt. Calvary, Greenville

Grant $ and Other $ received 2022:
Benevity Fund
Bill Braman CC Endowment Fund
Camp Concordia Endowment Fund
Duke Energy Foundation
Fidelity Paris Giving Fund
MI Church Extension Fund
Michigan District-LCMS
Pledgeling Foundation

Estate Gifts 2022
Bill Braman Estate
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, GR

2022 In Loving Memory of:
Peggy Bernthal by Marilyn 
Bernthal
Arthur Kuhn by Alberta Kuhn
Ken Korcek by Betty Korcek
Mike & Sandee Lovett by Nancy 
Gaskell
Carl A. Proch by Fred & Susan 
Bachman
Scott Michael Ratsos by Jenna 
& Gabby
George & Dorothy Wedeh by 
Barbara Brower

2022 In Honor of:
Denise Macias by Allan & Shirley Hirt
Graham Varner by Stephanie Varner
Craig & Mary Oldenburg by Tom & 
Eun Schulz

Donations of Items (In-Kind) 2022:
Sunfi sh Sailboat (Hager)
Medical supplies (Horstman)
Jump starter/Power pack, Cool-
ers, arrows, umbrella (Kamper)
Beach umbrella (Miller)
Canteen supplies (Newberg)
Amplifi er, chair mat (Raschke)
Climbing equipment (Sandford)
Woodburning tools, (Scherzer Hall)
Kitchen supplies (Varner)

Donations of Services 2022:
Advanced Pest Management
Evans, Ron
Gawf Family
Goetsch, Bill
Kowatch, Phil
Schulz, Bill
Thompson Well Drilling
VanKempen Electrical

Volunteers 2022:
Jennifer Brink
Joshua Clendenan
Pat Crow
Luke & Willow Esselman
Andrew Evans
Ron Evans
Pam Goetcheus
Bill Goetsch
Flora Hautau
Mike Karagoulis
Terry Ludford
Paul Lytikainen
Carol Miller

Craig & Gayle Minkus
Mary & Whitney Oldenburg
Tim Pike
Peter & Sharon Rawie
Matt & Cori Scholtens
Gil Schroeter
Conrad & Joan Swanson
Steve Thompson
Frank Van Kempen
Skip & Carol Young
Holy Cross Yth, Jenison
Immanuel Yth, GR
West MI Lutheran High

2022 Thrivent Action Team 
Grants and Leaders
(2022- $4,750)
Dwight A – Fence posts
Bill G – Baby trees
Bill G – Repairs
Carol H – Framing/Insulation
Carol H – Landscaping
Michael H – Posts
Michael H – Dimmer switches

Dee J – Fencing
Judy L – Signs
Judy L – Craft Iron
Paul L – Newsletter Mailing
Bill S – Smoke detectors
Bill S – Porch Lights
Andrew L – Seal cement fl oors
Andrew L – Cleanup & repairs
Craig O – Screen doors
Craig O – Fall Mailing 
Mary O – Confi rmation retreat
Mary O – Climbing Tower

Thrivent Choice Dollars 2022:  
$3,931

Students often ask: 
What do we eat at camp?
Although the menu could vary depending on food 
availability, fresh fruit options, etc., Camp Concor-
dia sticks with a basic menu that campers rave 
about - and most meals are made from SCRATCH 
(exceptions: corn dogs, noodles, green beans, etc)! 
Here is what is planned for 2023. Note: There is 
always water and drink and some dessert each day

Sunday
Pizza Feast

Monday
Pancakes, sausage, fruit
Corn dogs, mac & cheese, salad
Hamburgers, potato wedges/fry

Tuesday
Breakfast Burrito, Fruit
Pulled Pork, beans, salad bar
Baked Chicken, mashed potatoes, green beans

Wednesday
Biscuits, sausage and gravy, fruit
Chicken Quesadilla, salad bar
All camp picnic

Thursday
French Toast, Sausage, Fruit
All camp cookout (a favorite)
Spaghetti, home made bread sticks, salad bar

Friday
Scones, eggs and grapes
Beef dog cookout, chips, watermelon
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2022 Amazing Donor List
Thank you for keeping the mission of Camp Concordia strong. If your name or amount appear incor-
rect, please contact the camp offi ce. We appreciate you! See the next page for a full fi nancial report.

$3,931
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2022 AnNual Report

Income

$344,030.08
Income

$344,030.08
Blesse

d

Note Worthy
Highlighting 

2022 Financials
• In 2022, Camp Concordia received 
a $75,000 contribution that is being 
designated for the new shower house.

• Staffi ng across the USA was diffi cult 
in 2022 and many camps closed their 
doors completely. Camp Concordia 
was blessed with 9 incredible staff, 
but that meant 120 campers had to 
be turned away. Two facts that are 
noteworthy: First, Camp Concordia 
increased pay to those dedicated 
staff that far supersedes what most 
residential overnight camps pay - this 
is refl ected in Staff Salaries; second, 
Summer Camp income was signifi -
cantly down. 

• Therefore, note that in 2022, with 
the signifi cant rise in other costs, 
the $75,000 contribution was part of 
keeping camp in the black (would have 
been in the red by around $4,000). 

• A signifi cant decrease in program 
costs in 2022 were due to not being 
able to run (and pay for) horse trail 
rides due to the staff shortage.Camper Numbers: This chart shows statistics, as best as we know, from Camp Concordia’s 

inception. There are low number years like 2020, when we could only be open for part of the summer due to 

Covid-19, and last summer, when the entire nation was short staffed. We have worked hard to invest well in the 

lives of campers and summer ministry staff. Thank you for your prayers and support in this process. 
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lives of campers and summer ministry staff. Thank you for your prayers and support in this process. 
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2023 Board of Directors
Voted onto board 2022 annual meeting
Cori Scholtens - President (St. Matthew, Grand Rapids)
Troy Ernst - Vice President (Holy Cross, Jenison)
Phil Kowatch - Treasurer (St. Matthew, Grand Rapids)
Kelly Oliver - Secretary (Redeemer, Ft. Wayne, IN)
Sean McCoy - Pastoral Advisor (Ascension, East Lansing)
Luke Esselman (DCE Grace, Coopersville)
Bill Goetsch (Holy Cross, Belding)
Terry Ludford (St. Paul, Kalkaska)
Ed Newberg (St. Matthew, Grand Rapids)
Bill Schulz (Bethel, Howard City)

Invest
Expens

e

$272,514
.73

• Notice that since 2014,
insurance has almost 
doubled. Yikes!

• Look at Utilities. Sum-
mer camp numbers have 
increased over 3 fold since 
2014 and with creative 
efforts on the part of staff, 
utilities have stayed about 
the same. 

• In 2014, a summer staff 
was paid $180 per week. In 
2022, summer ministry staff 
are making around $400 per 
week depending on roles. 

CAMPER's & FAMILIES' lives

Investing in

FAITH



Schools
St. Peter’s, Eastpointe, MI 18
St. Paul, Ann Arbor, MI  17
St. John, Fraser, MI  15
St. John, Rochester, MI  15
Trinity, Clinton Township, MI 14
St. Paul, Royal Oak, MI  13
Immanuel, Macomb, MI  12
Our Savior, Lansing, MI  12
Shepherd of Lakes, Brighton, MI 12
St. John’s, New Boston, MI 12
St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth, MI 11
St. Johns, Grand Haven, MI 9
St. Michael, Portage, MI  8
St. John’s, Midland, MI  7
Zion, Auburn, MI  7
ISJ Academy, Grand Rapids, MI 6
Trinity, Reed City, MI  6
Trinity, Utica, MI  6
Christ the King, Southgate, MI 4
St. Paul, Millington, MI  4
St. Peter, St. Johns, MI  4
Trinity, Manistee, MI  4
Our Savior, Grand Rapids, MI 3
St. Paul, Northville, MI  3
Westshore, Muskegon, MI 3
Holt Lutheran, Holt, MI  2
Lutheran High North, Macomb, MI 2
St. Johns, Mattoon, IL  2
St. Luke, Cabot, PA  2
St. Michael, Wayne, MI  2
St. Peter’s, Big Rapids, MI 2
Trinity, Jackson, MI  2
Ascension, Fort Wayne, IN 1
Christ, Stevensville  1
Faith, Bay City, MI  1
Good Shepherd, Midland, MI 1
St. Bartholomew, Kawkawlin, MI 1
St. Michael’s, Richville, MI 1
St. Peter, Macomb, MI  1
St. Peter’s, Richmond, MI 1
Trinity, Bay City, MI  1
Trinity, Berrien Springs, MI 1
Trinity, Conklin, MI  1

Churches
St. Matthew, Grand Rapids, MI 24
Trinity, Clinton Township, MI 15
St. John, Fraser, MI  14
St. Paul, Royal Oak, MI  14
St. Peter’s, Eastpointe, MI 14
Shepherd of Lakes, Brighton, MI 13
St. Paul, Ann Arbor, MI  13
Immanuel, Macomb, MI  12
Our Savior, Lansing, MI  12

St. John, Rochester, MI  12
St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth, MI 11
St. Johns, New Boston, MI 8
St. Johns, Midland, MI  7
Trinity, Utica, MI  7
Zion, Auburn, MI  7
Grace, Wyoming, MI  6
Hope, Grand Rapids, MI  6
St. Luke, Ann Arbor, MI  6
St. Paul, Hamburg, MI  6
Cross/Resurrection, Ypsilanti, MI 5
Our Shepherd, Birmingham, MI 5
St. Johns, Grand Haven, MI 5
Trinity, Reed City, MI  5
Ascension, East Lansing, MI 4
Immanuel, Kalamazoo, MI 4
Immanuel, Monroe, MI  4
St. Paul, Millington, MI  4
St. Peter’s, Rockford, MI  4
Trinity, Muskegon, MI  4
Bethel, Howard City, MI  3
Christ the King, Southgate, MI 3
Faith, Grand Blanc, MI  3
Heart of the Shepherd, Howell, MI 3
Holy Cross, Jenison, MI  3
Immanuel, Clinton Township, MI 3
Our Savior, Grand Rapids, MI 3
St. Luke, Haslett, MI  3
St. Michael, Portage, MI  3
St. Paul, Caledonia, MI  3
Faith, Sullivan, IL  2
First, Charlotte, MI  2
Immanuel, Bridgman, MI  2
Immanuel, Grand Rapids, MI 2
Living Faith, Marine City, MI 2
St. John’s, Adrian, MI  2
St. Luke, Cabot, PA  2
St. Paul, Northville, MI  2
St. Peter, St. Johns, MI  2
Trinity, Jackson, MI  2
Trinity, Manistee, MI  2
Zion, Mt. Pleasant, MI  2
Christ, Stevensville, MI  1
Emmanuel, Cadillac, MI  1
Faith, Bay City, MI  1
Faith, Bridgeport, MI  1
Faith, Troy, MI  1
Good Shepherd, Midland, MI 1
Good Shepherd by the Lake, Stoughton, WI 1
Holy Cross, Belding, MI  1
Holy Trinity, Lakeview, MI 1
Hope, Dewitt, MI  1
Hope, Warren, MI  1
Lakeshore Fellowship, Spg Lake, MI 1
Prince of Peace, Howell, MI 1
Shepherd by the Lakes, Syracuse, IN 1
St. Bartholomew, Kawkawlin, MI 1
St. Mark, Battle Creek, MI 1
St. Mark, Kentwood, MI  1
St. Mark’s, Flatrock, MI  1
St. Michael’s, Richville, MI 1
St. Paul, Fowler, MI  1
St. Paul, Sterling Heights, MI 1
St. Peter, Macomb, MI  1
St. Peter’s, Richmond, MI 1
St. Stephen, Waterford, MI 1
Trinity, Bay City, MI  1
Trinity, Berrien Springs, MI 1
Trinity, Conklin, MI  1
Trinity, Lansing, MI  1
Trinity, Paw Paw, MI  1
Zion, Petoskey, MI  1
Other Christian  66
No Church Listed  25Page 6

the Power of the Tower
Our goal is for the Camp Concordia climbing tower to 
be ready for the 2023 summer camp. With beginner, 
intermediate and advanced sides, campers will not only 
climb but learn the essential safety techniques prior 
to moving to the next level. This will include knots for 
climbing, terminology, etc. so that we can help them be 
safe wherever they might climb in their future. While we 
are still evaluating a starting age for the tower, campers 
will NEVER be forced to climb. They will just need to meet 
measurable criteria to move from beginner to intermediate 
and intermediate to advanced. (Tower still incomplete.)

Campers by Lutheran Schools & Churches
As an LCMS camp, we invite those who attend LCMS schools and churches to list them 
during summer camp registration. Here are the results for 2022. Our prayer is that we are a 
blessing to the school’s and church’s mission.
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Summer Camp



Camp Concordia
13400 Pinewood St.
Gowen, MI 49326

616-754-3785
offi ce@campconcordia.org
www.campconcordia.org

If you no longer wish to 
receive mailings from Camp 
Concordia, please alert the 
offi ce at 616-754-3785 or 
offi ce@campconcordia.org

Partner Camp

www.campconcordia.orgwww.campconcordia.orgwww.campconcordia.orgwww.campconcordia.orgwww.campconcordia.orgwww.campconcordia.org

Camp Concordia

Needs List
Complete list on Amazon.com

https://a.co/00r41OS

28’ High Visibility Orange Safety Cone ($24, Need 4)

Arborist Bull Rope | High Strength Polyester (Used 
for High Ropes Course) 3/4 inch x 200 feet ($160, 
Need 1)

SAMCOM Long Range Walkie Talkies, 20 Channel 
Programmable Rechargeable with 3000mAh ($300, 
Need 1 set of 6 to update current 5-year-old set)

Hot Shot Utility Lighters for BBQ, Grill ($ Varies, 
Need 7 for summer ministry staff)

PrimeWeld MIG160 Mig Welder, 160-Amp 
Gasless Flux Core Welding Machine With Dual 
Voltage 220v, 110v ($400, Need 1)

100 ft 10 Gauge Extension Cord ($130, Need 1)

for BBQ, Grill ($ Varies, 

www.campconcordia.org




